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in my memory. His aspirations as a Socialist patriot called to me. ...
" One day I wrote an article maintaining that the Italian border was not at Ala, the little town which in those days stood on the old frontier between our Kingdom and the old Austria. Whereupon I was expelled from Austria by the Imperial and Royal Government of Vienna.
" I was becoming used to expulsion. Once more a wanderer, I went back to Forli."
This is the brief account Mussolini gives in his autobiography of the seven months he spent at Trentino. The Secretariat of Labour at that great centre of Italian irredentism had offered him the job of secretary and editor of its weekly paper. On January 22nd, 1909, L'Avvenire del Lavoratore (' The Future of the Worker ') announced his appointment. " The selection could not be better, for Benito Mussolini, besides being a proved fighter, is a fervent propagandist, versed especially in the subject of anti-clericalism. He is a cultured young man, and to the great advantage of our movement, he has a thorough knowledge of the German language/'